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Abstract  

The notion of local ownership has become highly visible as a central plank of security sector reform (SSR) good 
practice. While the argument that externally driven reform processes are unsustainable is now widely accepted, 
the principle of local ownership has proved difficult to both define and operationalise. Looking both at the concept 
and its application in, this panel subjects the broader issue of local ownership to critical scrutiny, furthers the 
debate on what local ownership is and why it matters, and explores how ownership issues have played out in 
different regional settings.  
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